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The Corps regulatory program helps keep the 
nation’s waters clean and clear and protects the 

many living creatures that live in and near them, 
including endangered species. The program covers a 
wide variety of aquatic resources including wetlands, 
rivers, streams, tidal waters, coral reefs, shellfish beds 
and the oceans. 

One of the primary missions of the program is to 
protect the nation’s wetlands, which are areas that are 
covered by water or have waterlogged soils for portions
of the growing season. Lying on the border between 
water and land, wetlands have a rich mix of nutrients, 
plants and insects that make them the perfect nursery 
for a wide variety of fish and wildlife during the 
vulnerable early stages of their lives. 

Most commercial 
and game fish breed and 
raise their young in 
wetlands. Approximately 
35 percent of all 
federally listed rare and 
endangered animal 
species either live in or 
depend upon wetlands. 
Wetlands also serve as 
rest stops for migratory 
birds, help prevent 

 

floods, control 
erosion and improve 
water quality. 

The Corps 
regulatory program 
supports the national 
goal of “no overall net 
loss” of wetlands. For 
permitted activities 
that result in 
unavoidable losses, 
the Corps often 
requires replacement 
wetlands to offset 
those losses. The 
Corps places a 
significant emphasis 
on ensuring that the 
ecological quality 
of impacted and 
replacement wetlands 
are the same. Over time, this focus on ecological 
quality may lead to a net gain in wetlands. 

Over the past several years, the average amount of 
wetlands affected by Corps permits was 22,000 acres 
per year. To offset those effects, an average of 50,000 

acres of wetlands were 
restored, created, 
enhanced or preserved 
under the program each 
year. In many cases, 
several small, separate, 
low value wetlands were 
replaced with more 
environmentally 
beneficial large wetland 
complexes. 

Did You Know... 

More than 49,000 

acres of wetlands 

are restored, 

created, enhanced 

or preserved by the 

Corps every year. 
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Nearly 90,000 
important 

development and 
infrastructure 
projects are 

permitted every 
year with little 

impact. 
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On average permit 
decisions are made 
within 64 days. 

Photo by Michael Corey, finalist in EPA's 
2002 wetland photography contest 

Photo by Elinor Osborn, winner in EPA's 2002 
wetland photography contest 

Photo by Anneke Davis, finalist in EPA's 2002 
wetland photography contest 
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In carrying out its
regulatory program, the

Corps works closely with a
diverse array of federal,
state, tribal and local
government agencies,
nonprofit groups,
businesses and individuals.
The Corps is committed to
coordinating its efforts
with other agencies to
avoid duplication of effort.

For instance, it has developed joint permit applications with several states.
The Corps also partners with many different agencies and organizations on
wetland and stream mitigation projects.

To learn more about the valuable benefits of
the Corps regulatory program visit the Value

to the Nation web site at www.CorpsResults.us. To
learn more about the specifics of the regulatory
program, including regulations and policies,
applicable laws, and court decisions visit
www.usace.army.mil/inet/functions/cw/cecwo/reg.
This site also has links to related organizations,
including Corps district offices and other federal
agencies that deal with wetlands and
environmental resources.

Visit our Value to the Nation website: www.CorpsResults.us
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